
Using the Ventoy installer 
Before you create the Ventoy boot drive, you need to know the following details (see above): 

 Secure Boot (Yes/No)? 

 Partition Style (GPT or MBR) and format type (exFAT, FAT32, NTFS). 

 Amount of space to reserve at the end of the drive for Partition 3. 

Beware of fake flash drives! 
Make sure you use a known-good USB drive. There are many cheap, fake USB drives about which do not have 
as much flash memory as they should. For instance, a cheap 128GB flash drive may only contain 8GB of 
memory (it simply reports that is has a capacity of 128GB). Because Ventoy places its boot files after Partition 

1, a 'fake' USB drive will not boot or will become corrupted when you add large ISO files! 

The simplest way to check a USB drive is OK is to fill it at least half-full with large video files (e.g. .mp4 files) and 
then play the first and last of those copied video files directly from the USB drive - if some videos will not play 
then the drive is bad. If you have a Windows system, you can quickly test the USB drive using 
FakeFlashTest.exe. 

Recommended USB drives 
If you use a cheap USB 2.0 drive, you will find that it will take many minutes to copy large files to the USB drive 
and it will also be slow to use and to boot from. 

I highly recommend one of these USB drives for use with Ventoy: 

SanDisk Extreme Pro USB SDCZ880 #Amazon ad link (don't buy the 'Go' version - it is slow!) 
Transcend JetFlash 920 #Amazon ad link 

Note: If you buy a different USB drive, pay attention to the CrystalDiskMark Random 4KiB I/O Read/Write 
benchmark figure. If this is below 1MB/s then avoid it like Covid! Beware of the quoted manufacturers 
Read/Write speeds which are for synchronous transfers and do not give the full picture! Some 'fast' USB Flash 
drives have very low 4KiB timings and these are very slow when used as a boot device or if you try to run 
Windows To Go or Linux directly from it! 

 

Here are some blog articles which may help you decide. 

Other devices I recommend include most external USB 3 SSD drives that do not require drivers, the Corsair GTX 

flash drives (#ad) or a SilverStone (#ad) M.2 enclosure (with added M.2 card).  
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